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1 . This i 
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,nternational preliminary examination report has been 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



prepared by this Intemational Preliminary Examining Authority 



2. This REPORT consists 



of a total of 5 sheets, Including this cover sheet. 



; of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 



□ This report is also -ompanled b^^^^^^^^^^ ^^rsteerc^ ^^^^^^^^^ -de before this Authority 

been amended and are the basjs ♦o^^^'^^^JP^^^^^^^^^ ,„3,,„,f,ons under the PCT). 



(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 < 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains 



indications relating to the following items: 



IV 
V 

VI 
VII 
Vlll 



K Basis of the report 

□ Priority 

□ Non-establishment of opinion 

□ Lack of unity of invention 
S Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with re 

Sons and explanations suporting such statement 

□ Certain documents cited 

S certain defects in the intemational application 

S Certain observations on the International application 



with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 

gard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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1-20 
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originally tiled 



Claims, No.: 

1-26 



as 



originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/9-9/9 



as originally filed 



55.2 and/or 55.3). 

•H nuance disclosed in the international application, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ tiled together with the international application ,n computer readable torm. 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

r:::rr:— ^^^^^^ 

listing has been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 



pages: 
Nos,: 



PCT/lPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlll. Sheet 1) (July 1 
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sheets: 



□ the drawings, 

. □ T.S ,epo„ .as ..en es,a*.ea as » ,so.e a™„« Had no. .sen n,a.. s,nce ,ne, .av, .,an 
ronsidered to go beyond the disclosure as tiled (Rule 70.2(c)). 

report.; 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 

Yes: 
No: 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: 

No: 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 2-22,24-26 

Claims 1 ,23 

Claims 

Claims 2-22,24-26 

Claims 1-26 
Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects .n the form or contents of the .ntemationa. application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII Certain observations on the International application 

™ 'L„, o.s..a.,ons on ,ne Can., o, ,ne c,a,.s. description, an. d,a«ln,s o, on .ne o.es.,on „ne,na, ,no 
Claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Ad V 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: WO 97 27933 A 

The present application does not meet the requirements of ^'^'^'^^^^H^'^ 
because the subject-matter of claims 1 and 23 is not new .n the sense of Art,ole 33(2) 

D^'ument D1 discloses (see passages indicated in the search report) a method for 
declining the properties of a particle, including its response to exposure ,o a 
chemTcal or physical agent, and for separating particles of more than one .ype^ 
compS^ng the steps of applying to a suspension of particles a first s.gnal a. a f,r^ 
Zuency and at a plurality of different phases whereby the particles expenence a 
Zllg wave dielectrophoretic force of which there is a real part wh,ch ,s nega,.e 
andTwhich there is also an imagine^ part, and simuteneously applying a second 
signal a. a second frequency whereby e«her the rea, part or the ,mag,nary part of he 
^veiling wave dielectrophoretic fo^e on the parties a. the first frequency ,s altered 

Dl^a'^'discloses an apparatus for the application of travelling wave 
di le^r^phoresis comprtsing an electrode array on a substrate, firs, <'equency .^^^^^^^ 
operating means, frequency signal generating means, means for electnca^ 
suLlng the two signals from such means and applying the summed s,gnal .o the 
electrode array. 

Therefore, claims 1 and 23 lack novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 
The dependent claims are only allowable when related to a patentable independent 

tte present case, the dependent claims merely concern preferred embodiments 
of the invention which do not contain any features which meet the requ.rements of 
the PCT In respect of Inventive step. 

Ad VII 

Claim 26 contains a reference to the description and to fig. 9. According to Rute 
6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except where absolutely 
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I If r^niir lATinn rf"^""^ - ^^parate sheet 

necessary, which is not the case here. 

..e ,n.epen.en, o,a,.s a. no. in - :ror ^el^^^^^^^ 
PCT, Which in .he present case would be 33^ble (Rule 

cor^bination from .he prior ah (dooumen D1 be ng placed .n P 
6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

Ad VIII 

. , 16 and 22 have been drafted as separate independent claims 

Although claims 1, 16an0i<;nav8 „,hrori matter and to differ from each 

,hey appear to reia.e effeCively .o .he same -"'^^'^^^^^^^^^^^^^ p„,eCion is 
other only wi,h regard to the definition of subiect-matter. 

sought and in --^20^:^^^^^^^^ - °' -^'^ of 

The aforementioned claims therefore independent claims makes it 
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Teethe report searC was carried ou, on the basis oHhe international appHcat^n in the 

a With regard to the language, the international search .^^^ 

...Kl^K it \A/a& filet 



2. 
3. 



furnished 

n Cenaln c.a.m. were .ound unsearchable (See Box .). 
Q unity of invention Is lacWng (see Box II). 



n as suggested by the applicant, 
n becausetheapplicantfailedtosuggestafigure. 
y t^cause thte figure better characterizes t he ,nvent,oa 
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